Research note: increased growth of chicks and poults obtained from hens injected with jackbean urease.
Two experiments were conducted using 120 Single Comb White Leghorn (SCWL) hens and 40 turkey hens. Hens were randomly assigned to two treatments: those injected with urease and controls injected only with adjuvant. At 22 wk of age, half of the SCWL hens were injected intramuscularly with 12 Sumner units of jackbean urease suspended in incomplete adjuvant six times in 26 wk. Turkey hens were injected twice at weekly intervals with 70 Sumner units. The other half of the breeders received adjuvant without urease (control). Urease injection into SCWL hens had no effect on feed consumption, feed conversion, and percentage fertility, hatchability, and hatch of all eggs set, but egg weight and body weight of chicks at hatch and at 3 wk of age were significantly higher as compared with the control hens. In the case of turkey hens, percentage hatchability and progeny body weight were significantly higher as a result of urease injection.